PHYSICIANS   OF   THE   RENAISSANCE
operation which was justified, he pointed out Nature's method
of healing wounds by sealing the edges with a natural " balsam "
manufactured by the body.
The Mission of Paracelsus
Whatever view one may take regarding the personal character
of Paracelsus and his contribution to medical progress, one is
bound to admit that he must have given a powerful stimulus to
original thought, for he was nothing if not original. His motto,
which is inscribed beneath many of his portraits, was the following :
Bins andern Knecht soil niemand seyn
Der fur sich bleyben kann alleyn,
or, as translated by Mrs. Stoddart in her excellent work :1
That man no other man shall own
Who to himself belongs alone.
Paracelsus was not a Vesalius nor yet a Harvey. He may
have suffered from congenital syphilis, as has been stated, and
he may have been addicted to alcohol. He certainly was boastful,
intolerant, and injudicious, and he exemplified the Philistine in
medicine. Yet he was sincere and honest, and even pious in his
own way. A mystic and an enigma, he has been misinterpreted
and misunderstood ; nevertheless he will always remain one of
the great figures of medical history.
Our account of Paracelsus may fitly conclude with the words,
put into his mouth by Robert Browning :
If I stoop
Into a dark tremendous sea of cloud,
It is but for a time ; I press God's lamp
Close to my breast; its splendour, soon or late,
Will pierce the gloom : I shall emerge one day.
Astrology, Algebra, and Medicine
While Paracelsus was blowing the trumpet of criticism and
brandishing the sword of reform in Switzerland, there lived in
Italy a versatile scholar who, though now almost forgotten, was
the most popular philosopher and the most fashionable physician
of the sixteenth century.
JEROME CARDAN (Hieronymus Cardanus, 1501-76), (Plate
xxxi), was born in Milan, and according to his horoscope, to
1 Anna M, Stoddart, Lift of Paracelsus, 1911
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